METHOD, SYSTEM, AND 
STORAGE MEDIUM FOR 
FACILITATING PROCUREMENT 
OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT 

ITEMS 

Abstract of Disclosure 

An exemplary embodiment of the invention relates to a system, method and 
storage medium for facilitating procurement of direct and indirect items via a cost out 
tool. The system comprises a cost out distribution network system comprising a 
server executing the cost out tool; a communications network operably coupled to the 
server; and a workstation and data storage device in communication with the server 
via the communications network. The data storage device houses information utilized 
by the server in executing the cost out tool including legacy data, bucket 
specifications and specification templates, sourcing data, and a catalog of selected 
items and suppliers. The system also includes a link to a plurality of supplier systems 
and a plurality of site systems operably coupled to the cost out distribution network 
system and supplier systems via the network system. The network system also 
includes a code structure including a specification code and an item locator for 
classifying and organizing the direct and indirect items. The method includes 
implementing a set-up process and maintenance process for carrying out the 
functions of the cost out tool. Another embodiment includes a storage medium for 
implementing the method. 
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